Former NFL star tells Proctor students
to focus on dreams, believe in themselves
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By LaTOYA NELSON
Special to the Observer-Dispatch

UTICA — Walter Payton, the
man who, as a running hack
with the Chicago Bears,
became the National Football
League’s all-time leading rush-
er, spoke to Proctor Senior
High School students Tuesday

about focusing on their
dreams.

' This is the second year that the
K KIdS dare /Ike Red Cross has done a program

: in which a speaker comes to
dominoes. If one falls  talk to high sehool students,

down. then the ethers “We provide g positive influ-
; ence and programs to youth

start to fall. We have to and having a role model really
' puts the message forth to

make sure that they them,” said Barbara Horst,
' director of community rela-

are Steady enough fo tions for the Red Cross Utica
chapter.

| .

 Pavton, who is retired from | :

$ the Nylt“L, told the students they stand up orn their The purpose of the program
have the ability to achieve G e was to reinforce the lessons
' their dreams if they put forth Owrl. that the Red Cross is trying to

- the effort. They should always
- give their best, be true to them-
| selves and never let anyone get

Walter Payton fe2chyouth.
—_the NFL’s “We do programs like this to

help young people get the mes-

i in the way of their goals, he career rushing leader gaoe 44 stay in school and work
_ said. hard and you’ll be successful,”
~ “The only reason your dream == T TR said Michael Cianfrocco, exec-
Caﬂ t come true is because of | utive director of the Bed Cross

yourself,” Payton said. Utica chapter.
and he made me realize that I his arents who instilled in .
i _He alsa talked about the have to focus,” 10th-grader him the belief that he could . Payton said he speaks to stu-

nportance of edueatxon and dents because he believes it is
o ... edge ‘,_..;,;.3 o J ‘ nathan Massoud said. becqme anything he wanted to. e e

Penny Semaia, an llth-grad- He later became a successful that of other adults, to be a pos-
er, saud “It was like a smack in businessman, and owns sever- jtive role model.

face to stop plmng ai'ound " .‘al bu;messes? mcludmg North- R o B i 1
riiie. LR P sl L ~ said. “If one falls down, then

- laer, .event was orgamzed by the others start to fall. We have
S eHaa ,;1;‘; i) Chapter ofthe.Amer- to make sure that they are

n chosen ican Red Cross and funded by steady enough to stand up on
unity Foundatwn their own” '

. - L
. :‘r 3 v, X 4.'-.' ~
e S Chb i

..........




